
 
Policy on Transition from PDS3 to PDS4 

 
NASA/PDS hereby specifies 1 November 2011 as the transition date from PDS3 to 
PDS4.  NASA missions confirmed for flight after that date will be required to archive 
their data according to PDS4 standards, while missions confirmed for flight prior to that 
date are allowed to continue using PDS3.  Missions allowed to use PDS3 are encouraged 
to consider the advantages of switching to PDS4 and NASA will consider proposals for 
funding augmentations to accomplish the change.  Data providers in R&A programs will 
be required to comply with PDS4 standards for any programs with proposal deadlines 
after 1 November 2011.  Data providers whose proposals were submitted prior to that 
date are encouraged to consider the advantages of complying with PDS4 standards but 
will be allowed to complete their deliveries according to PDS3 standards. 
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